
Rev. Barry F. Wilson
September 14, 1948 - March 13, 2024

What rejoicing there must have been in heaven, when on Wednesday
afternoon, March 13, 2024, BARRY FREDERICK WILSON made his safe
flight from earth below to dwell eternally with his Heavenly Father. To the
family he was a faithful husband, devoted father, loving brother and dedicated
grandfather. To other relatives, and all who knew him, he was a heart full of
love, service and sacrifice. 

Born September 14, 1948, in Baltimore, MD to the late Edward C. and Carrie
A. Wilson, Barry was affectionately called “Papi” by his grandchildren.
Educated in the Baltimore City Public School System, he graduated from Paul
Laurence Dunbar High School in June 1966. 

 

He developed a good work ethic during his childhood while helping his father
on his “Arab” truck on weekends with his brothers. In addition, he and his
brothers sold newspapers in the early morning hours before going to school
each day. In his adult life, he worked at Bethlehem Steel Corporation, and as
a salesman for a distributor. While continuing to work, he attended and
graduated from Morgan State University, receiving a BA in Psychology. 

On August 30, 1968, he was joined in holy matrimony to the late Deborah J.
Washington in a ceremony performed by his father, Rev. Edward C. Wilson.
From this union they were blessed with two children, a daughter Deirdre and



son Brandon. 
 

Barry entered the U.S. Army April 11, 1968, and successfully completed his
Advanced Individual Training, at the U.S. Army Medical Training Center, at
Fort Sam Houston, Texas August 23, 1968. He was then transferred to
Vietnam as a Medical Corpsman, serving from September 17, 1968, until
August 22, 1969. While serving in Vietnam, he received several medals, an
Army Commendation Medal, several Republic of Vietnam Service medals and
one Vietnam Gallantry Cross. However, the most prestigious was his receipt
of the Bronze Star Medal w/Valor, awarded to only a very small percentage of
soldiers during the Vietnam War. It’s given for heroic or meritorious
achievement or service not involving participation in aerial flight. Upon
returning home from Vietnam, he concluded his military service at Walter
Reed Army Medical Center in Washington, DC, and he was honorably
discharged April 10, 1974. 

 

Barry held several jobs during his lifetime. He was eventually employed by
CSX and Amtrak from which he retired after many years of dedicated service. 

Being the son of a pastor, he was a part of the African Methodist Episcopal
(AME) church all his life. He attended the Wilson family church, Waters A.M.E.
in East Baltimore, and the Shiloh A.M.E. Church where his father pastored for
many years. Barry heard the voice of God and accepted the call into ministry
himself. He worked in and served on the ministerial staff at Shiloh A.M.E.
Church. Active in his church, Barry sang on the Men’s and Unity choir. He
later attended Howard University School of Theology. 

 

On June 4, 2016, he was joined in holy matrimony with his love Joan Watts, in
a ceremony performed by Rev. Charlotte Clemons at Payne A.M.E. in
Baltimore, MD. Throughout their marriage, they enjoyed traveling to numerous
places including Canada, Dominican Republic, and Florida. They would also



take spontaneous adventures, hopping on Amtrak to various destinations as
well as long drives on Sunday afternoons. 

 

Barry enjoyed listening to music, fishing, and working in his yard. Barry would
go to Home Depot to buy one product, only to return with a truck load of items
for the garden. Both Barry and Joan would spend hours sitting in the yard,
admiring nature, and watching sports. 

 

Barry developed a deep and profound relationship with his “bonus daughter”
Khayla. That relationship grew even stronger as Khayla assisted in caring for
him in his latter years. 

 

Barry leaves to cherish his memory, his beloved wife Joan Wilson, his
daughter Deirdre Wilson and son Brandon Wilson (Lisa); bonus children,
Kevyn (Cherrel), Khori, Khayla, Shavon, Justis, and Jason; grandchildren
Aubrey Warren, Kyren, Mekhai and Raven Wilson; bonus grandchildren,
Kaavon, Kaitlyn, Kyan, Journeé, Loyaltie, Khori Jr., two brothers Nevell and
Wayne Wilson (Robin) and one sister Wanda Howard (Robert); mother-in-
love, Sue Cooper; and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, extended family
members and friends. 

 

We are grateful to God for giving us a life that was full of love. Barry left us a
legacy of many blessed and precious memories. To God, we give all the glory
and honor!



Cemetery Details

Private

Previous Events

Wake

MAR 22. 1:00 PM - 1:30 PM (ET)

March Life Tribute Center - Randallstown
5616 Old Court Road
Windsor Mill, MD

Memorial Service

MAR 22. 1:30 PM (ET)

March Life Tribute Center - Randallstown
5616 Old Court Road
Windsor Mill, MD



Tribute Wall

ES

SL

March Life Tribute Centers - March 22, 2024 at 01:25 PM

View and Download the Funeral Program

March Life Tribute Centers - March 18, 2024 at 04:03 PM

March Life Tribute Centers - Randallstown created a Webcast in
memory of Rev. Barry F. Wilson

Elizabeth Scott - December 09, 2024 at 10:31 PM

Barry was a co worker of mine on Amtrak. He was always sharply
dressed in his uniform and professional at all times.Carried himself
with dignity and respect. I really liked him a lot. He always gave me
respect. Such a kind soul. Nothing but great memories. May you
R.I.P BARRY WILSON

Sharon L. - March 21, 2024 at 09:00 AM

Sharon L. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Rev. Barry F.
Wilson.

https://storage.lifetributes.com/Tributes/7654853/pdf/funeral-program.pdf?cb=30f4dbcf-5213-4343-8acb-9d752bc48892
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March Life Tribute Center (Randallstown) - March 18, 2024 at 03:59 PM

We the March Family and Staff wish to extend our deepest and
heartfelt sympathy in the passing of your loved one. Our prayers go
out to you and your family in your time of loss. We know and
understand that you have received many expressions of love and
we will continue to lift you up in prayer. May the memories you
cherish of brighter and happier days help to ease your sorrow and
comfort you always.

Cora Tinsley Ray - March 16, 2024 at 10:06 PM

Cora Tinsley Ray lit a candle in memory of
Rev. Barry F. Wilson

Vivian Ballard - March 16, 2024 at 09:40 AM

Vivian Ballard lit a candle in memory of Rev.
Barry F. Wilson

Carol (Davis) Grant - March 15, 2024 at 07:38 PM

Carol (Davis) Grant lit a candle in memory of
Rev. Barry F. Wilson


